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BECREY

SOVIET VIOLATIONS OF 3/PB CONTUCT PLEDGRS

The latest example of Soyiet dupliecity and disragard of
solemn commitments 15 the exe¢ution of Dare Negy. It reminds
one of the long Boviey record of gqcapbiﬂn, srbitrary bra-
tality, and murder. Mase betyeyals indiseriminately of Com-
munists, Communist sympathizer:s, ind non-Communists is 2 mat-
ter of femillsr history and putlic record. BSome of the mass
hatrnyala perpetrated by the foviets are: the massacre of

Bolshevik mvcluta.mrieﬁs in Frometade in ) 1 sontinuir
through the Oreat es in Meecor foom 193 » the hnld' '
of Loyelist refugees the ‘pa:igh ﬁivi ¥ar, the lig Lda»
tion of the Polish Communist Persy 10 1938, the hanﬁins over
of Jerman Communists to the Nerls ag & raault of the Nagi~
Soviet Pact of 1539, the Ratyr Pores: massacres of 1940, aban-
dorment of the Pollsh un ﬁsrttni toc massaere by the Knsi& in
ﬁh& Warsaw uprising of 19 #rd the imprisonment and exssution

gmmtlﬁsa thousands of m:,nae riing for partieipatmn in the
revolution against a Kader pledze to the sontrary.

Familiar aleg 1is the infemour §oviet reeprd of decn&t
nnﬁ dgylieugi in its conquest of Fastern Europs after Werld
ch the mbi—-ﬁtalk 4{st Jeadership of Eastern

P uas emasculated and neptraliged, Equally familiar is
ﬁhﬂ veatl literature of essapeer from the Boviet Union who had
idealistically emigrated to the WiBR as the land of ultimate
hope for humanity only to be iﬁpr*aauaﬁ, tortured and executed

&hargas:hﬁliaw ot aubatanct, ,

Instanses of official plecger of safe conduct and goad
treatment made to Individuals ¢nd suvsequently broken, analogous
to the N came, are ralativg { rare, Soviets have slways
g§§farred and have been able) to liquidate without making

blic promises to the eontrafy, 1eiig such pledges only when
gther means of Juring the potgntixl zinbim falled., Attached
are 10 individual cases, and plso thope of the Polish under-
greund leaders, paralleling the Nugy betrayal.
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1. Qearcim

(larcias, Spanish Loyalist uecret police chief, was
held prisoner in the Soviet 'Mmion in return for his
gervices to 8Stalin in the 8paniash €ivil War,

- 8ent to the USSR to attend the May Day celebrations of
1837, Garcla was wined and dined, traveling and vacationing
in the Crimea, Csucasus, and Ieningrad, under escort of the
NKVD, In effect he was a prinoner in the Soviet Union, for
he had repeatedly demanded to revurn to Spain, but was pre-
vented from doing so because hiis prasende there at that time
would have created sdditiona]l obstecles to SBtalin's plans for
8pain. At the time Btalin wmn conducting a thorough purge
of Spanish Loyalists whose alleziance to the national cause
was greater than their loyslty to Stalin. 1/
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ntin Gonsalez ("El Carpesino”)

Valentin Gonsalez, & Sparish Cormunist lmown as "El
Campesino,” rendered invaluatle assistance to the
Communist end Soviet cause ir the Spanish Civil War,
after vwhich he was invited tc study in the Soviet Union
and snded up in & forced laber camp.

"VYalentin Gonsalez was born in 1909, the son of poor peasants
of Estremadura., He early Joired the revolutionary Anarchists,
and at 15 had to take to the sourta'ns after hurling a bomb
into & Civll Guard post., He eluded pursuit for several months,
but wag finglly captured and tortured for refusing to reaveal
his accomplices, rther Angrchist &nd Trade Union asctivities
led to hie spending the greater part of his early manhood in
Jall. The police derogatorily dibbed him '81 Campeasino' (The
Peapant )~-a nickname which has stusk ever since,

“During one of his prisor perlods s cell-mate converted
him to Soviet Commmnism and he quigidly developed into one of
the most fanatical members of the Fenish Communist Party.

"With the outbreak of thg Civil War in 1936 came his great
opportunity. His single-minded éevotion, his energy and daring,
his lsck of inhibltlons when waglng the class war, marked him
out as & natural leader. Roynd lim gathered a band of desper-
sdoes which grew raplidly until organized into & Divielon of
which he was appointed Commarder, ihen the Russians sssumed

2 thinly camouflaged political ard :wilitary eontrol, his pres-
tige and dynamism made it imgossible for them to ignore him,
His independent apirit and velcaric temperament, however,
qualifiied him for a roving gverrdilla commissgion rather than

for & niche in the regular mi{litery hierarchy. So his forces
were used as & combination of shcelr troops and commandos.

"The fame of his explolits spread to (and in) the USSR, and
after the Republican collapse he was invited to make his home
in the Soviet Union,

~ "He was sdmitted as an officer-student, with the rank of
Genersl), to the Frunze Military Jcademy-~premier institution
of this kind in the Soviet Urion, Students there have many
privileges ranging from excellent f»od to the most chic and
aecomplighed prostitutes--although enjoyment of the lavish
hospitality provided by the filles de joie was damped by the
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discovery that they were all NKVI sples. When he had pro-
tested the ubigquitous espiondze and close control over private
life, denounced social end e¢onorle inequality, objected to
being 'instructed' by lecturers witl: much less than his own
experience of actunl warfare, and obstinately given unorthodox
answers in his oral examinaticn, he was expelled Irom the
Academy, put to forced labour, ard then deported to the south.
Thence he esceped to Teheran, wat recaptured by the REVD and
sent back to the UISR. At that point began his resl sufferings.
gonfinement under inhuman corditlons gnd torture in the notoricus
Lmblanke prison were followed by the sentence of 13 years®
forced labour in Siberla." After tuwo unsuccessful attempts, he
finslly escaped from the USSR, 2/
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3. Eriend

Friend, s young Englishman with Boviet sympathles,
galned admission to the fcoviet Unlon, was dlspatched
to help the Communist cavee in the Spanish Civil War,
and then was lured back tc the Joviet Union to be
imprisoned.

~ "A radlo engineer named Frierd, had a brother in Leningrad,
married to a Russian glirl, Fe wes an enthuslastic anti-
Fasciest, and Soviet Russla wee the land of his dreams, He
succesded, after long efforts, lr galning sdmisslon to the
Soviet Union, and took up his resldence there.

"When Soviet intervention began, he was dispatched to Spain
a8 & radio techniclan, Barly in 1937, a report arrived at the
Moscow headquarters of the Ogpu to the effect that Friend was
showing 'Trotskyist sympathiee.' I knew the boy, and there is
no question in my mind that he wes wholeheartedly devoted to
the Loyalist cause and to the Soviet Union. True, he had asso-
oiated with Sociallists gnd otler radicals, which was only
natural for a young Englishmer unaware of the invisible Chinese
Wall segregating the Soviet persounnal from the Spanlards,

“Tater I asked one of the Ogpu officials in Moscow about

im, and was answersd evasively, On fuwrther inguiry, I learmned
that Friend had been brought rome a3 & prisoner to Odessa., 1
was told of the trick by which he had been taken. The Ogpu
in Spain had lured him on to & Soviet vessel, pretending that
he was needed to repair the sgllip's radio transmitter. Frlend
had no suspicion that the Ogpu was after him. Once on board,
he was seized, On April 12, he was put in the dungeons of the
Ogpu in Moscow, To this day, his brother in Leningrad and his
family in England do not know whet nmppend to him, Nor have
I been able to learn whether Le uas executed ag a ‘spy' or
lives now in & remote concentratior camp." 3/
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4, Antonov-Ovysgenko

Antonov=Qvseenko was a 3coviet diplomst lured back to
the USSR to liquidation under fulee promise.

", . Antonov-0Ovseenko, coregul gensral of the USSR in Barce-
lona, was promoted to the post of People's Commissar for
Justice and told to return to Mogcow in order to teke up his
new functions. He took ship and may have landed in Odessa,
but he never arrived at his rew post. lle was arrested some-
wnere in the course of the i@urmey, and that was the end of
him, "The portfolio of Justice wes merely bait for the trap." &/
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5, Yietor Albter snd Henryl Enrlien

Victor Alter and Henrylk Erlieh, intermsationally famous
Polish Socialists, were arvestec. by the Soviets in
1939, amnestied to help the Soviet santi-Nazl cause

and again arrested, World protests against thelr dis-
RppesYENCce wers received in silence by the Soviet Union.
Finally, in Pebruary 1943, Mclotov sdmitted thet they
had been executed.

"wictor Alter mnd Henryk Erllch, internationally known so-
einlist leaders in Poland, wére srrested in 1939 by the invad-
ing Soviet srmiss. Polish patricta, dencoratle spokesmen,
distingulished in Jewlsh cireles, fishters against poverty end
injustice, they were soon artested Ly the Soviet sdministration
and sent %0 the Butirki Prieér 1in Moseow, The charges against

them, made by the highest offlecisls of the Soviet secret pollce,

ran from sttenpted acts of ssbotkge to aollaboration with
fascists; in short, not unfamilisr charpges, That these alleca-
tions were absurd when leveled araiast leaders of anti-Nazi
opinion in Poland, apainst two men, furthermore, who as Jews
and demoorats had opposed Nakisn since 1ta inception-~these
gbsurdities did not diminish et rll the ferccity of the Soviet
toharges.! It is instructive of the callbsr of Alter and
E£rlich to note that reither of them aould be compelled to sign
a ‘eonfession.! In time both were sentensed to death, But
this, horrible as 1t was, wap no to be the end of their atory.

"Their sentences were suldenly and strangely reduced to 10
years of forced labor, and afser the agresment with Poland,
which called for amnesty of Polish prisoners, both were re-
leased. The Soviet Union had nead of them. Since the major
gonviction of the two men was ths hecessity for total war to
e waged against Razi Germanly, &3¢ sinee the Nacils had marched
pgainst Russis, their ald was enlipted by the Russians in the
battle against Nazism., To gone, all that seemed to have
hsﬁg,ﬂéﬁ was that the Soviet Tnion had originally made a mis-
take in regard to the Polish leaders, a mistake 1t was now tyry-

ing to rectify, and understanisbly there wére no recriminations.

At this high point of good feeling, the Soviet Union acted
onos more and without warningz. Alter and Erlich suddenly dise-
appesred. Inquiries brought only the information that they
hed been arrested sgain, Early in 1942 the NKVD ominously
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declared that the two men were Scviet citieens; Pollish pro-
tests on thip point were ignored. The matter was now so clear,
and so frightful, thet world labor intervened, as did
individually many of the most dintinguished men of sclence,
art, letters, and pollitics, perscns of the stature of Albert
Eineteln and Eleanor Roogeve,t. Ths Soviet Union retalned

1ts silence in the face of a!l of these requests and demands
that the two men be freed. (mne telegram finally recelved a
reply in February, 1943, Molotov brazenly ordered Ambassador
Litvinov to inform Willlem (reen, president of the American
Federation of Labor, that Alter end Erlich had manifested hos-
tility for the Soviet regime and had made ';pgeala to the
Soviet troops to stop bloodshed and immediately to conclude
peacs with Germany.' They had been rearrested and once again
sentenced to death., Casually, Moleotov concluded: 'This sen-
tencs has been carried out 1. repard to both of them.' Later
Bn even more %haaﬁly detail wus “earned: the two men had been
killed as early as December OU1, goon after their grrest; at
the time that the Joviet Unlion seemed ocalmly to consider the
many eppesls for their releape, they were already dead!” 5/
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Rsoul Wallenberg, & Swedish (iplomat, worked in Hungary
in 1944-1945 to transfer to weden Jews threatened with
Nezi perpecution., When the Soviets invaded Hungary,
they picked up Wellenbery;, 1.mnoring his diplomatic
immmity, and imprisoned him ir Imbianka prison where,
scecording to the Boviet note., he dled in July 1947,

" .. the story of Raoul VWallenberg is not one that can be
gquickly forgotten. Nor can & polite apology atone for the
pesrsonal tragedy, or undo the violetion of ecivilized inter-
national procedures, involved in that story.

"Raoul Wallenberg was one of the inspiring figures of World
¥War II. His personal coursge anl dedication helped save the
lives of thousands of men, wonen e&nd children. He became a
symbol of humanity at & time when Nazism had extended its
inhumane practices over Eastem iurope.

"Raoul Wallenberg left the safety of his neutral Sweden
in 1944 to go to wer-torn Hwysmr, on & mission for the Inter-
national Red Cross. Hls purpose was to arrange the transfer
to Bweden of Hungarian Jewp threatened with persecution or
death by the Nazis, He carried vith him five thousand protec-
tive passports--but, soccording: t> pome of his fellow diplomats,
he succesded in rescuing almost Swenty thousand persons.

"Wallenberg was still in Budaggst when the Soviet armies
ocouplied the Hungarian esplital., Shortly afterwards he dis-
appeared, The Boviet military authorities denled any knowledge
of his whereabouts, The Ifinat o’flolal Swedlsh inquiries went
unanswered, lLater, Soviet ashorities said Wallenberg had
been arrested by the German Gestapc (seeret police). An offi-
eisl note said: ‘'Raoul Wallenberg is unknown to us., He has
not been in the Boviet Union.®

"his version, however, did 10t satisfy the Swedish govern-
ment--snd for good resason. I was Imown that the last Naszi
troops had already left Budgpest at the time of Wallenberg's
disappesrance. He was last seen ir the company of a Soviet
arny officer. The Bwedlsh goverment persisted in its inquirles,
only to be amccused of using the Jallenberg case (quote) 'in
the most shamelese manner for purpcses inimicel to relations
with the Soviet Union.!

9
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“Tnig is where matters stood until last year--when Swedish
Prime Minister Erlander made an cfficial vislt to Moscow and
again reimed the question. This tine, the Soviet leaders pro-
mised to conduct an investigatior into the Swedish diplomat's
disappearance, And now, 11 montls after this promise was
made the Sovliet government hit finally admifted that Wallenberg
wae in fact kidnepped b Soviet tedret police--and died in a
Moscow prison in 1947 at the sge of 34, His death went unre-
ported, just as his imprisonment was aeccomplished 1in seoret,

"rhe oase of Raoul Wallenber; racalls Nikita Xhrushchev's
recital of the crimes and fréme-ips of the Stalin era at the
twentieth congress of the Soviet Communist Party last February.
And again the present Soviet leacers place the hlime for the
orime on & dead Soviet officlel--this time on Abakumov, once a
power in the Soviet secret polioce, _

"But it hardly seems enough Lo express polite regrets and
$o place the responsibllity on an executed official., Clearly
Wallenbergz's fate wes not an “soatsd one, On many other
ocscagions the Soviet goverrment has replied to inguiries about
missing foreign citizens~-ani about hundreds of thousands of
missing war prisoners of many na-ionalitiesg--with bland denials
that it had any information. One ¢f the morals to be drawn
from the Wallenberg story is that & full and honest accounting
18 due to the families and goverrments of the many individuals
who have dissppeared in the Joviet Union. And, beyond this
accounting, the world is entitlel to some substantial essur-
ances that similar practices are not being and will not be
repuwated.” 6/ '
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Miochael Shiplkov, & Bulgayian national employed in the
U8 lLegation in Sofia after the wer, was granted asylum
in the Legatlon. He forgcok the safety of the Legation
on promises made to the UE Minlster by the Bulgerlan
Foreign Minister thet he vould seek passports and

visas for the Shipkov farily to emigrate, Instead,
8hipkov was arrested, tried and sentenced.

When Bhipkov wae arrested by ths Bulparian Communist police,

brutal interropation forced & "confesaion® from him and he
agreed to act as an informer cn the U8 Legation. On his re-
lease he told the U3 legation what had happened to him and

he was grented esylum by the Legntion. U3 Minister Heath nego-
tiated with the Bulgarian authorities for Shipkov's safety and

" safe conduct out of Bulgaria. Poptomov (then Forelgn Minlster,

later vice-premier and Politburs merber) personally essured Mr.
Heath on October 11, 1949 that the mmltreatment of Shipkov

was §ltogether ggainst the polieyr of his govermment. He went

so far as to inform Mr. Heath thut ne had personally recommended
to the Interior Minlstry that pansports and vises be granted

to the Bhipkovs, Shipkov left the refuze of the US Legation

on the strength of these prorises and was immediately arrested,
tried and sentenced. 7/
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Bela Kovacs, prominent political leader of the Smell~
holders Party in popt-war Hungary, wes selzed by the
Soviet military authorities 'n violation of his parlia-
mentary immnity and dropfed out of public sight until
h%algggppearance shortly before the Hungarian revolution
o4 .

“In 1946 Bela Kovacs was the Fxecutive Secretary of the
Smallholders Party. As this Party was the most powerful after
the war in opposing the machinamt ons of the Communists, the
latter, backed by the Soviet cooupation muthorities, concocted
the Piotion of a "conspirasy"” in which the S8mallholder Party
lsaders were sllegedly involved,

Although Ferenc Nagy--a close friend of Kovmos' and then
Prime Minister--and the Hungprian Govermment's Committee on
Immunities both refused to slrrender Kovaes' parliamentary
immmnity, the Hungarian Chief of Casinet, under pressure fronm
Communists Rakosi and Szakaslts, arranged to have Kovags make
a deposition at the Hungariaer police headquarters while retain-
ing his immunity.

Cn the second day of Kovpes'! ipterrogatlion by the Hungarian
police, Soviet soldiers apperred at police headquarters and
spirited Kovacs away Yo his pwvm lLoma. The neighborhood of
Rovacs! apartment wae roadblochked By Russian soldiers., Under
the command of 2 Soviet genernl “n civilian clothes, other
soldiers occupied the corriders of Kovacs! apartmené house,
After reading to Rovaee the M litary Commander!s order for
his arrest, thag gonfiscated Lis files and took him away to
the Soviet military prison in Budapest, where the NKVD interro-
geted him for three months., .t this time, although a men of
known velor end a strong conplitution, he was apparently broken
by the skille of his Boviet lnterrégators, for he signed a
sonfession implicating his loval friend, Ferene Nagy (then out
of the country).

He was not heard from thereai’ter (and was generally presumed
dead) 8/ until 10 years later, 1 April 1956, he was released

from Jail with other politicr” figures during the post-Twentleth
Party Congress "rehabilitation program." 9/

e
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9. mapzio Ralk

Iaszlo Rajk, Communist Interior Minister in post-war
_ Iy, wes arrested ant beturayed into confessing

to fictitious crimes on promises of safety made by

i,‘ga Kedar, Instead, he wa: executed in October

“The Party has been in pover for a year /Eince 19497,
Mutual loyalty among Party menber-e 1s s thing of the past,
The purges have begun, True, no cne has been arrested yet,
but Rakosl has already anncounced that thostlile elements,
which have crept into the Party, muat be driven out and put
under lock and key.' RaJk ip deposged as Interior Minister
and transferred to the unimportant post of Fareiéi Minister,
His successor at the Interlor MLulstry is Janos Kadar.

- "Personally, the two remu.n ;;00d friends, In the spring,
Mrs, Rajk gives birth to a spn, anéd Kadar stands godfather
at the Soviet-style christening ceremony. A few weeks later,
angi is arrested, Generel Byelkin of the Soviet MVD (mecret
police) ls in Budapest. Dozens, then hundreds of 0ld Guard
Qommunlets, herces of the $punish £ivil War, prominent
Marxists, time-tested comraden from the 1ilegal days, are
seized. They are described o memdars of the 'Rajk esplonsge
ring,' Pactories and Party cell: organize protest meetings
to demand thet 'Rgjk and the other zangster spiles' be swiftly
and mercllessly punished, E@;-aftzr day, the newspapers pub-
1ish wires calling for the irmed ate liquidation of 'the
inperislist monster Rajk,®

"Ksdar, the new Interlor Min ster, repeats constantly in
speeches that ReJk is & wretched spy, imperialist and Tito
agant who started out as a & Y for the Hungarian politieal
police and later worked for tle liazl Gestapo, mnd western
8py vings,

"With Kadar Minister of the Interior, Mrs. Rajk is lying
sick in the cellar of AVH (Hiuigarian searet police) prison;
her son has been taken from her on orders from above. All
of us in the adjoining cells thought for a long time that
this represented the entire purt played by little Laszlo
Rajk's godfather in the ReJk trajedy. Years later, we learned
that we had been wrong....

13
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"We learned that after Kadar's relemse from prison he hed
visited Rajk's widow, who had algo just been released, It
was a shattering experience for Frs. RaJk. Kadar told her
that he was the one who, on Ralkoel's orders, had made treach-

7oL mises in order to Irduce Ilmszlo ' o malke 8 false

"10an you forgive me?'! asked Kadaer when he had finished,
Mrs. RaJk was sllent a moment anc then sald:

M1y fopgive you. My husbend would have been murdersd
in any case, That was declded by 3talin, General Byelkin and
akosl, If you had refused, ther. the baldheaded murderer
akosl/ would have found other willing tools.!

"After s pause, she added:

"1But can you forgive yourself? ... Don't reply now....
There 1s another thing. If you want to go on 1living as a decent
person, you must tall all Hungary and the whole world what the
gga?et of the Ralk trial was end tha role that you played in

"Xadar seems t0 have still hnd some sort of conscience at
that time, (Why else would Le huve sought out Mrs. Rajk and
confessed things to her which no one knew?) But he did not
have the courage to admit hirc decds publliely.

"In 1955, Rakosi intensif:ied his campaign egainst Imre
Nagy. Kadar stood bg paseively ae Rakosi removed Hegy from
the Government and then had li'm expelled from the Party.
Throughout 1956, however, the anti-3talinist movement in
Bungary gethered force, Thei: weré demands on ell sides that
Rakosl be called to mccount for “he show trials and the mass
murders, It became clear to “he Pérty leadsers that they
would have to sacrifice Rakosl ad some of his closser col-
lskorators to sgve thelr own skiis., They regarded Radar as
&n accepteble suceemsor to Mp'esi--an opinion in which Kadar
4314 his bvest to conf'irm thenm.

"Rakosi heard of the plan. At the next sesslon of the
Central Committee, he noted ‘the urwise behavior of Comrade
¥adayr, who has aligned himeel”™ witl the people who are today
demanding punishment of all those responsible for the RajJk
trisl,'! Then he turned to an &lle and asked him to turn on
a tepe-recorder which had besn sat up in the room,

W
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"With amazement and horrvr, the Committee members heard
& ¢onvergation which had talen piage seven years before at
60 Andrassy Street, former headgzarﬁers of the AVH, between
Janos Kadar, Kadnr was ik, hi
88 Lo the secret police an

"In mo dolng, Kadar made no uttempt whatever to deplct
28 8 criminal, Indeed, Lie stresaed repeatedly that Ralk
obydouely innogent, His sole groument was t wor

5 ‘-gm;urgﬁn Ly needed the co:fessions since this wae the
only way to 'expose' Tito., ITie Party did not ask Rajk to
sacrifice his 11§§ only to commit & kind of moral sulcide,
His execution wo ~3 be annowiced pybliely, and he, his wife
and son would then be sent to the ¢rimea to recuperste.
After a period of time, he would be Lgned an important
] in g re 2 _part of the USSR under another ngme,
phal- ’

"Bven after weeks of sleepleusress, hunger and mistreatment,
RajJk 4id not permit himself Lo be ¢onvinced at once. Kadar
reasoned with him, flattered lLiim, promised him the gun, moon
and stars--but Ralk held firi. lloc aone would believe, he asald,
that & man like him, who had helunged to the Party since early
youth, had been a police spy and had worked for a half-dozen
seeret services, including the Gestapo.

"iwhat do you gain by grwvinu that I have always been a
scoundrel?' asked g&dk, 'If ;ou must have a aonggiracy, you
ean charge that I instigeted & piot against Rakosl. That is
also untrue, but 1t sounds a “i1t:le more plausible,.f

"Kadar told him that, to sti> the people up against Tito,
BaJk had to be branded a lifelon; misereant, RaJk finally
promised to think XKadar's proposnl over, Xadar gave his word
of honor that the terms of the a reament would be carried out
immedistely after the triel. At this tims, Mre. Rajk was
already in prison, Her son liud Leen placed in a Party mirsery
under & false name and hls birth certificate destroyed.” 10/
Rajk was executed in October “04C,
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Visdimir Clementis succceded Jan Masaryk as Czechoslovak

- !hrﬁiznjﬁinizger on the lacter's death in 1948, In 1949 he
returned to Prague frop Hey fork, where he was head of the
Ozech UN delegation, despl.e aldeapread warnings from friends

and the Western press that he was in trouble with the repgime.
The referenced report [ses fgotnote 11) 1s the only acurce
found glving as the repron £or his return the aspurances ofl
President Gottwald congerning his personal safety, and the
use of his wife as a lyre. He “resigned” his ministerial
o8t in March 1950, an¢ was glven & minor Job as & bank
official, He was apprehenced by the police in Februsry 1951
and omught up in the lgrge-sgale purges and show-trisls of

- Omech leaders, includiig Perty bops Blansky, in 1952,
‘Glementls was executed c¢cu : December 195%.

"Me arrest and imprisouzent or Viadimir Clementis did not
take piace until nesrly one yoar arter he hed been removed from
his position as Minister For Forelgn Affairvs /of Czechoslovakia/.
The reason for this delay was & paycheloglosl one., By allowing

the scousation of Clementis wonld & pear more probable and the
 affalr would have the desirad effect within Gzechoslovakia as
well ag in forelgn countries. Aunother reason was that some prom-
inent Communist Perty functioc.aeries hac not been in faver of sen-
tencing and imprisoning Clemeitis. President Gottwald himself was
one of these, For example, .. 1)4U5 when Clementis fllled the post
. B8 head of the Czechoslovak Missior: to the United Nations Organiza-
tion in New York and the Westarn paeas loudly insisted that
Slementis would only be sentaiced and imprigsoned if he returned
“home, Prepldent Gottwald wrabe to him personally assuring him
“that nothing of the sort would happen upon his return....

: ~"Glementis head been partially informed of the events in
, @me&hﬂslggakia,te wiich the dustern press had referred by his
- 3??“t§: Fresident of the 8lovak Communist Party and now the New
Kinister for Foreign Affairs, Villam Siroky. Because the Western
~ press stated very convincingl; that Clementis did not intend to
return to Czechoslovakia, the Prosident's office deolded to send
Olementis more detalled infoiuat or about the events in Czechoslovakia
slong with a letter from Prep:dent Jottuald. ...

15

SECEET L
Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1
SEURE”

"/After the return from New fork of the personal courler
who had delivered this letter ard information, the Executive
Gommittee of the CrzechoBlovekia Jomemnist Party/ decided to
send Mrs., Clementls to New Ycrk 1a ordor to strengthen Jlementis!'
csonfidence in Prague and to quiet presg rumors that the only
redson Clementis would not jes.ga and stay in the United States
was beosuse the Ozechs were solcing hin wife as hostage. The
Jgechoslovak propagands orgs:s made much of Mrs. Clementis!
trip, sending reports of her departure to all world news agencies,...

"Just before Christmas of 1349, Qlemsntis returned with his
delegation and his wife to Praguz. He traveled from New York to
Faris by ship and from Parlis Go Priague by special train. In
Paris he was met by Deputy Poveisn Minister Borek and Clementis'

eracnal secretary and friengd Thao H. Florin who had come from
rague for the occasion. vaber information indicated that the
resal purpose of Florin's trip to Purls had been to warn Clementls
to dlsreghrd the promises frua Prague, and not te return. Florin
Was himself arrested suddenl, in Jenuary 1950, ostensibly for
homosexusllty and for having Jessern coatscta; the real reasocn

was his vast_knowledge concenudng Clementia'! private life and
sonnections Thus, Clementiis' ~eturn to Prague and his sppar-
ently frien reception dispors.d any ugly rumors spread by the
lﬁeﬂgm press. This, however. was Ciementis' last trip to a forelgn

"The next eveant in the Clemcntls case was his so~called resig-
nation as minister for Foreig A fairs /in March 195?7 . Blementis
was compelled by the highest Pariy funciionsries {evidently on
the basis of g directive from Boucou)} to resign veluntarily from
his office, Thelr alm wes t¢ remove Clementis from the goveriment
as well as from political presiinenca. ‘The main role in this matter
was played by Viliam Siroky wlo Lecame Clementis' guccessor. YNo:
even Fresldent Oottwald, who vas a ery good friend of Clementis
and who took i1t upon himself to inform Clementis snd discuss the
affalr with him, could bring eboit a reversal of the decree. His
resignation ceme smuddenly ané wuxpectedly. It was not part of a
generg wrty purge nor was it a result a¥ any reorganigation with-
in the goverrment. It was effected in 48 hours....

"Scme days sfter his resignetion, Clementis sppeared in his
offlce for the lsst time whan, accompenied by Sireoky he visited all
the leading officers of the Kinists and took leave of them, at the
ssme time presenting Siroky....

:
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"Clementis continued to live im his flat in the Ministry
bullding untll December 195Q. H2 £lso continued to use his
official car and was always a:cospenlied by ocne of his personal
guards.... During this time Clemantis did not make any public

arances elther ln Pragua o1 in $lovakia. He performed only

e functions of @ Member of Pariiament and made & few speochas
before the Committees of the Jationsl Assembly. In the Autumn of
1950 he took on his new Job a3 d.reotor of the State Bank Foraign
Exchange Department. It was sheve in February 1951 that he was
spprehended under gbsolutely sec et clrcumstances, so that for s
long time, no one,,.could 88, wlih certainty whether Clementias
had been apprehended or whethor i had succeeded in escaping to
& forelpgn country, me the Wepier: press indlicated,

“On the day of his arrept Qlemantis left home a&s ususl with
his guerd in his big Tatra cai'. In the office he merely deposited
his brilefcase and left lmmediute.y, zot into the car and drove
swey. Only a change of guartis set Lnto sction what was to become
his arrest, On the day of hic mrest, the Prague Redlo Station in
its 'Security News' droadcsst an uzzent and repeated queal to da-
taln under any circumstances. the black Tatrs bearing Clementis!
llcense number, with or withput passengers....In addition, another
rumor hsd been spread that.,,(lepentis' brother-in-law...had
g:gyareﬁ for Clementis' 1llegel cscape.... It 18 not definitely
known whether /the brother-in-lay/ really prepared this escape,
or whether 1t wes Just e flctiticus story concocted by the mecurity
agents,,,, If 1t was & fabriceticn of the Security Office it
served the followlng purposes: (a) to conceal the arrest of
Qlementis; (b) to confuse the frisnds of Clementis and thus make
them tend to betray themselves; sad (c) to use this attempted
g&cgge %s ﬁge reaspon for his arrest and as evidence sgeinst him
n e ri L, L

“A number of questions naturaliy arise concerning the arrest
BY lsonment of Clementis.... e mein argument agelinst
Clementls today /10517, however, i1s the inimical attitude he
took toward the B.... He is charmped with merely felgning respect
for the USSR in order to lceep n18 position and to further under-
mine Soviet iInterepta, Nor was Clamentis himself popular in the
Soviet orbit. All major lesusa esnretirg from Mosmoow were always
dipcuBsed in Glementis' absenca, aven after he had become a leading
personality in (zechoslovak Forelsn Pollcy, The resultsof these
Moscow conferences were relay:l t> (lementis by Bedrich feminder....

18

| BECRET
Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1
- SFGREY

"Meong other contributisg fsetors in the case agalnst
¢lementis is the Ly whish ezlated between Siroky and
Clementis.. . vhich/ antagonisa was supported by Moscow....

"Before the public had teer g.ven at lesst & partial ex-
planation of the last purge and balore the provisions of the
February /19517 session of the Central Committee of the Cgecho-
slovak Communist Party for jeutial-zing the shock of a purge
wikhout lessening the threat had been known, Soviet Security
Ninlster Lavrentl Berlia fley to Prague to teke part in the pre-
liminary discussions of the most impertant cases.... Por the most
part 1t is belleved that Bexrla was prepent at the discussions "
merely 88 an observer, with the Intention of seeing to what extent 'H
the SBoviet interepta were bqlag fulfilled.... As far as Olementip
wae concerned, however, the Joviets were probably interested in
the possibility for using hia 8 a;: exsmple of how not to corduct
the affalrs of a Communist gover.ment, It 1s alse poasible that
Beria contributed to charges agailngt Clemsntis (i.e., his attitude
toward the Soviets), and that Le took part in the formulation of
other charges as well, Thess supprsitions are based on the fact
that the February session of the Central Committee of the Czecho-
slovak Qommunist Party was §i2 most secret of all sessions up to
this time, It wag aleo en iastrictive session. All of the leading
representatives of the Commyiizt ard Workers' Parties of the
eountries of the Peoplds Demo::ra:ics, as well as Harry Pollitt
ef the Britlsh Copmunist Pari,, Jacques Iuclos of the French
Comunist Party, Pletro Secghis of the Italian Communist Party
and representatives of the Bast Jeyman SED were present. It is
believed, too, that at this scsslor the policy was outlined for
conducting aimilar trials in othor countries of the People's
Bemocracles....

"$lementis /was jalled/ .10 _che vicinity of Prague....The
prison agnfﬁts of a group o’ Jseturity‘ viilas on the forest's

Yihe 1@;4@:&@1{ of the Communiat Party of Czechoslovekia has
slways reflected gll the major muveaents of the westhervane on

the Zremlin. In the period p: ke Joviet Fight against Titolsm,

the Communist regime of {zeclwslovakia steged & trial which, on

the basls of the ysuml trumppd-up charges of high treason in general
and Titoism in particular, sput cleven top Communist leaders, most
of them of Jewish origin, to. the galiews.... During the trial, which
had lasted from November 20, 19% to November 27, 1952, eleven of
the fourteen defendants were ueavenced to death and the remalaoing
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At the mﬁ of mrld war ;.w 16 Polish antieNazi mdararound
leaders were tricked intp revesling thempelves and mgﬂtia-
m with the Soviet mil#.,bm a&;ﬁhariﬁ&u, oahmsibiy

in postewar admini land. mmm of
. prowi ud mesting with ma;a Etdamv a.t his headquarters,
they were £lown to Moseoir an' imprisoned.

"After the defeat of the Varuaw . and the destruction
of Warsaw, the Polish Underground authorities found themeelves
dispersed, Many of the leadeprs were killed, others were captured
by the {eymans, '.t’ae rest, ‘Eei,t ther with the resmants of Warsaw's
population, were scattered all over Poland., The diaruption of

ommmnications, the division px ke aountry by the front line

m, above all, the relentlest pursuit and arregt--whether

the Germans or Russians--of the m&bwa of the Unde a1

went for some time made any eflective action imposaible. Bat, as
soon a8 the front 1ine moved [Lrtl.er west, the central authorities
of the Polish Underground sucteedcd, dempite the difficulties, in
re-esteblishing themeselves in the vicinity of Warsaw.

"The Soviet armies hed by noy ¢ocupled nearly all Poland,
| mﬁ their administrative authprities were doing much more than
coping with the day-toeday problens m;mg from the nesessities
of the campaign, ir aetivitler amounted, in fast, to the con-
struction of & new kind of exirtence for Poimd. whieh had no
iinks, political, social, or econcmic, with the national past.

“Mesnwhile, the Red Am¥ topether with the Soviet securltcy
police, begen mass arrests !el..ah citizens, who were deported
%0 Ruepia. The first victinme vere t e members ¢f the Polish
Dderground civil a&umstratim vhe always, lmnediately after
thelir district was freed from the Gemmana, abandoned their hiding-
pmas and took up their poaitmm in the civil administration.

wae dish wd opder of the Polish Govern~
ment in Imam Psbruary 1., but its former members did
not essEpe the 3 1at wngcan{e . A hetwork of agents and informers
was cast oyer the sountry with tiw task of pilcking out former
soldiers of the Home Army who raq rqm d to elvilian life, The
fact that ax;yam had taken a:t the Warsaw Rlsing, or even

thst he had served in the § was sufficlent ceuse for
imprisonment. During the fir:st weld of ‘1945, thousands of people

£1
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were arrested, whope only crime E&S‘ié’hnvé fought for years
againast the Germans.,” :

- On August 29th, 1944, both the British and the Amerlcan
Governments had recogniged th= cembatant status of the soldlers
of the Polish Home Army, Rugsia who, although an elly of the
Western Powers, had not recognimed that status, now treated

Home Ay soldiers as if they wét@‘ﬁéﬁﬁbn criminals and enemies.

"e prisons were overfyll xiﬁhfgkmﬂ Army members. The num-

ber of those arrested weas far beﬁg@ﬂfﬁﬁ?ﬂffaﬁ@ﬁci?g; and many
DOV

were kept in specially organized agpg:¥§uar¢@a by iet troops.
One of these larger camps was$ st Rembertow near Warsaw.

"Such was the position when, on March 6th, 1945, Mr. Jankowskl,
Vice-Premier of the Polish Geverrment, and the Delegate of the
@overnment for the Homelend, recelved through the Underground
organization 2 letter signed by Pimenov, a Colonel of the Guards
in the Red ﬁ:mg. This lettey frﬁﬁqﬁﬁéﬁ;,at;a meeting be arranged
between the Delegate of the Polish Government and Colonel-General
Ivanov, the headquarters represortative of the Boviet armles oc-
cupying Polish territory. The letter contained the following
passage:

# 'I see the difficulti¢e of such p step, but I am sensible,
too, of the pressing necessiiy ard the tremendous importance of
this meeting, of which 1t isﬁim?;agiplgtta give detalls in this
brief letter, I belleve tha tJ§4 :9y§§¢d‘&e§§in3 between your-
self and @sneral Ivanov coulq ang %hpg;gidefiniteiy settle thoee
problems which apparently it has bsepn hitherto found impossible to
solve otherwise, Mutual und¢rstending mnd confidence will enable
decisions to be made upon th¢ mogt vital questions and will check
the possibiiity of a further incresse of tenslon.'

"And again:

"o r,m§4p§rt as an officer of the Red Army to whom has
been granted the privilege of wniertaking this most important
mission, I glve you my word &f hondur that, from the moment of
your arrivel at the place of the mecoting, your safety will be
my concern persondlly. You will be perfectly secure.'

"There were two ressons why the @pvertment's Delegate, as
well as the Council of Ministers and the executives of all the

Pollsh political parties, decidec to reapond favourably to this
initiative of the Soviet militer; asuthorities.
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*In the first place, they wuntad to find out the real
intentionsg of the Joviet Gevgrnmpnt, in view of the confuslon
relgning throughout the country. 1t was necessary to find out
whether the ocutrages and acte of violence, and high-handedness
fer exceedlng the privileges vhich an pccupetlional force could
elaim by the rules of internptional law, were simply instances
of chaos and Indiscipline amcig the Soviet troops, or whether
they were an expression of ap ofi'igiaml policy aimed at terror-
1sing Poland into acknowledgirg cepandence on Moscow.

"The second reason was £ slicere dasire to spare no efforts
te svold further losses among the Polish population, which had
already suffered so tremendously durving the years of war.

“The decision to start balke was uadertaken with the full
econsent of the Polish Government in London, and the Governments
of the United Kingdom and of the U,3.A. were informed of the
decision. The Polish Governpent expressed hopes that such nego-
gigtgﬁga would lead to a future sgraement between Poland and the

"The first unofficial telks were held at the Red Army Head-
Q dﬁegg 1?9§§usxkcw near HWarcaw, &1l lasted from March 17th to
h 27, i

~ "fhe result of these neportintions was & promise by the Soviet
suthorlities, as an expression of thelr good will, to free a whole

up of Home Army commanderg whem they had previously srrested.

rther to that, the 8oviet puthorities agread that elght repre-
sentatives of the Pollish suthorivisgs should go to london for
eonsultation with the Polish Covernment there, The Russilan mili-
tary authorities would supply an aircraft to take them over. In
the end, to glve the whole cornfeiense a more formal cheracter,
the representatives of the centrul authorities of Underground
Poland, together with represertativas of the major Polish politi-

oal partles and of the Home fumy Command, were invited to an
efficisl luncheon party b{, -whal Zhukov, who had received pleni-
potentiary powers to negobiate Li: the name of the Soviet Government.

~ "On March £7%h, 1945, sixtacn leadars of the Polish Underground
Btate voluntarily left their places of aoncealment snd came to the
Russian headquarters to take part 1.1 tha meeting, They were
reacelved by the agsembled high military dignitaries. A general
of the Red Army apologised for a delay in the arrival of Marshal

£4
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Znukov, glving as the reason certain developments in the Russian
offensive, which was being directec peracnally by the Marshal.
Next day, the Polish delegatilon wae informed that Marshal Zhukov
hed invited them to Join him it aie own headquarters, and that

he had sent an aircralt to aullect them. During the flight, how-
ever, the Poles were informad by an egcorting Soviet officer that
Marshal Zhukov was in Moscow and that he would recelve them there.
Luzurious limousines were ready ue take them from the airfieid,
in the company of a Red Army ;en:ral who had speclally been sant
to greet them, . , The cars wont straight through the gates of
the Lublanka prison.

"After walting for ten duys for the delegation to return
from the reception and having no news from them, the Pollsh Govern-
ment became serlously worried as to their fate and made the news

of their diseppearance public.

"At first nobody belleved 1%, But, on the urgent representa-
tions of the Pollsh Governmei:t, the British Ambassador in Mosoow
officlally questioned the Soviet Cemmissariat for Forelgn Affairas,
The answer he received was: The People's Commissar for Forelmn
Affalrs knows nothing about the ullaced confidential negotiations
held between the Soviet Goverrment aud the adherents of the Polish
London Government.

"The veil of silence was lif'tad by Mr. Molotov on May 4th,
1945, at the International Cenference at San Franclsco, when the
Soviet Forelgn Secretary mentioned that 16 Polish political lepders
had been srrested on the charge ¢f anti-Soviet actlvities.

"This insidious outrage against & privilege of immunity, which
hss been recognised throughout history, occasioned a wave of indig-
nation. The Soviet Government hsstened therefore to deny that
they ever invited the Polish repregentatives to negotiate.

"On May 18th, 1945, in gaoswer to & letter from The Times
correspondent, Stalin himself stated: 'It is untrue TRat Fhe
arregted Poles had ever been lavitec to negotiate with Soviet
representatives,!

"Later on, during the trial, when Mr. Stypulkowski, one of
the defendants, mentioned the Luvitetiorn sent by Marshal Zhukov,
General Ulrich, the Presldent of the Court, interrupted him and
stated that no such invitatiaa had ever been sent out. He added:
'. . . apparently you fell faor & trigk of the NKVD, ¢
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"All references to an invitetlion to a conference about the
future of Polish-Russian relatiors hed been carefully removed from
the earller reports about the trial.

"There 18 no need to enlarge o this outline. 'The method, of
First concealing the facts and lster on of denying them when they
were obviously true, speaks for itaelf,

"After a few days in the Lullanka prison, the delegates re-
ceived written warrants for their awrest, eenfaining alpo a list
of charges agalnst them. They were accused of organising and
leading & Polish Underground Movement in the rear of the Soviet
armies; of obeying instructions from the London Polish Government
to conduct sabotage activitigs agalnst the Red Army and the Soviet
Union; of spreading propaganda against the U.8.8.R. and the Red '
Army; of inspiring attempts on the lives of Soviet officers and
men; and of breaking Sovliet military regulations, and so on,

"The investigation lasted from March 29th to June 18th, 1945.
It was carried out in the usual method of the Soviet secret police.
The arrested delegates were qusstloned from a hundred to two
hundred times, each examinatlon lasting at leest three, and some-
times 88 much as twelve, hours without & break. Various devices
were used to weaken the accuged toth physically and morally.
Bleeplessness, hunger and cold, &1 ineessant blinding light aud
8 general atmosphere of terrar were the conditions in which they
had teo face, agaln and again, the same interrogations. In the
end, they had no power any mors to resist the suggestions of thelr
interlocutors, .

"That 1s how the Soviet Government staged the public trial of
the sixteen leadert of the Polish Wderground 3tate, who for five
and a half years had led a natiornal struggle agalnst the German

- 8ggressor, slde by slde with all the other Allied nationa.

"Characteristic featurea >f the indlctment, which was handed
to the defendants, were that 1t treated &s already proven the
individual accusations on which it wes based, and that it imputed
to the defendants clandestine petivities behind the Red Army's
front line, almed at collaboration with the Germans in military
sctlion against the Russlans. Ihe acecused were brought before the
Court on the charge of contravening the Criminal Code of the
R.8.F.8.R., and it was aspecifiad that the defendants were within
the Jurisdiction of the Soviet military suthorities, in accordance

ge.
Approved For Release 1999/08424: £41A-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1




Approved For Release 1999/08/24 : CIA-RDP78-02771R000100410002-1
SRORED

with the 'Agreemenb' signed oy Jidy 27th, 1944, between the
Boviet Giovernment and the 'Bulisn fommittee for National Libera-

_Yion.t —Tnie Agreéement had p.oosuited to fix the relations between
the Sovliet Supreme Commander-lrn-'h!ef and the Polish Hime author-
ities retrospectively to the .ty of Zeoviet troops into Polish
territory.

"Phe trial, which was 113:1 Le¢ by the Russisna "The Trlal of
~the Polish Diversionists,' took alpce in Mescow before a Milltary
Collegium of the fupreme Cou s ¢ the U,8.83.R. It lasted three

days, from June 18th t111 Jua: 2ist, 1%&5, and the proceedings
followed strictly the usual pattar "of Soviet show trials.
motion of the defendants aﬁx 1z Tor the admittance of wltnesasss
wae relected on the und that the witnesses in question could
not be heard in court due 'to ths imposeibllity of bringing them
over either today or tomorroq. '

"Mogt of the mccused we-> fnud guilty, and the following
sentences were pasged: ..

1. Qeneral lecpold Okulick’, Comeander-in-Chief of the Home
Army since the cqytq"s >F General Bor-Komorowski by the
Germans after Warsg.'s apitulstion~--10 years' imprison-~
ment,

2. Jan Jankowski, Vicewrreafsr o! the Pollsh @Government in
london, Chief Delegate o the Government for the Homeland,
repregentative of ths {aristien Labour Party--8 years'
lmprisonment,

3. Adan Blen, member of th» Inderground Goverrment, repro-
sentative of the Peazeni Party--5 years' imprisonment.

4. @Steanislaw Jasiukowl:z, aexber of the Underground Ggovern-
ment, representative ¢f the Netional Party--5 years!
imprisonment.

5. Eazimlery Puzak, &naakﬁ ¢f the Undergroumd Perliament,
Genersl Bucretary af th: Folish Soclalist Party~-18
months' imprisonnment.

6. Kazimierz Bagineki, -epresentative of the Peasant Party--
12 gonthe! lmprisomient,
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7. Alexander Zwlerzynskl, rcpresentative of the National
Farty-- 8 months' imprisonment.

8. Bugeniusz Czarnowski, Chaiyman of the Board of the
Fedar%tian of Democrutic Organization--6 months' imprie-
orment,

9., Btanislaw Mierzwa, memnber of the Peasant Party--4 months!'
imprisonment. :

10. zbigniew 3typulkowskl, member of the Praesidium of the
National Party--i4 months' imprisonment.

11l. Jogef Chacinski, Chairmar of the Christian lLabour Party--
4 months' imprisonment.

12, PFranclszek Urbanskl, member of the Christian Labour Party--
4 menthe' imprisonment.

"Three of the remailning focur were acquitted; one of the de-
fendents was not tried, due to hie state of health,

“The sentences were final; there could be no appeal.

"By such methods, of treachery, force and the manipulation
of Justice, Poland was deprivec of the political leaders of her
democracy. During precisely tte same period, the Commission of
the three Yalta Powers wes holding a conference in Moscow, under

the chalrmanship of Mr. Molotov, ¢n the probiem of forming a
Polish 'Government of National Unity.'" 14/
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